Clinical significance of placental examination in perinatal medicine.
Complete pathologic evaluation of the placenta provides valuable information for perinatal care for the obstetrician, neonatologist, pediatrician, and family. The histopathology of the placenta can answer specific questions about in utero insults, give insight into management of subsequent pregnancies, and provide an assessment of the newborn risk. Placental pathology has been a key litigious informant in inferring timing of insults. Despite these well known advantages of placental pathologic examination, it remains an under-utilized part of perinatal medicine. This stems from a historically under-taught part of surgical and autopsy pathology resulting in inadequate reporting. This review will focus on the utility of the placental examination for fetal and maternal well-being. This review will be restricted to singleton births.